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Lithuania's  Parliament  (Seimas)  voted  today  in  favor  of 
extending  Lithuania's  mandate  for  its  PRT  and  Special 
Operations  Forces  in  Afghanistan  through  2013.  The 
resolution  received  strong  support  with  73  MPs  voting  in 
favor,  8 against  and  15  abstaining.  No  single  party  voted 
against  the  measure.  The  GOL  has  maintained  its'  Afghanistan 
mission  as  a top  priority  despite  severe  economic  pressure, 
with  a likely  15-20  percent  decline  in  GDP  and  the  2009 
defense  budget  slashed  by  19  percent  compared  to  the  previous 
year . 
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